
Arboriculture Safety Requirements 

 

All City employees engaged in any arboricultural related work to include, but not 

limited to, pruning, maintaining, removing trees, or performing pest or soil 

management must abide by the following requirements: 

 

16.1 General 

 

a) All employees engaged in tree trimming activities shall ensure the 

requirements of the Virginia Occupational Safety and Health Program 

Tree Trimming Operations 16VAC25-73 regulation are met. 

 

b) A job briefing shall be performed by the qualified individual in charge 

before the start of each tree trimming or related task. The briefing 

shall be communicated to all affected workers and explain task and 

duties, responsibilities, job site hazards and safety related information. 

 

c) When parking equipment and/or working where exposed to roadway 

traffic, proper traffic control devices according the Virginia Work 

Area Protection Manual shall be utilized.  

 

d) Branches or other material shall not be dropped unless the immediate 

area has been cleared so that there is no possibility of injury to persons 

or damage to property is apparent. If such a possibility exists, a rope 

shall be used to lower branches or other materials. 

 

e) Employees shall obtain assistance or use power equipment if available 

when lifting logs or other heavy loads. 

 

f) Brush shall be hauled away promptly or otherwise disposed of to 

avoid presenting “an attractive nuisance" to children and to prevent 

injury to persons or damage to passing vehicles. 

 

g) When hauling brush, care shall be taken that it doesn’t extend over the 

sides of the truck. 

 

h) When loading brush on a truck, employees shall not stand on or 

straddle the loaded brush. 

 

i) Fire extinguishing equipment shall be available on all worksites and 

positioned near equipment while fueling. 

 



j) When it is necessary to work in the vicinity of poison ivy, poison oak 

or poison sumac, employees shall keep sleeves rolled down and wear 

gloves. 

 

16.2     Powered Trimming Equipment 

 

a) When utilizing powered tree trimming equipment employees shall be 

partnered and never work alone. 

 

b) Employees shall wear “chap” leg protection when utilizing chain saw 

or power saws for ground cutting. 

 

c) Employees operating or performing work near powered trimming 

equipment shall wear suitable eye and ear protection. 

 

d) When starting a chain saw, it shall be placed on or against a solid 

support with the chain break applied. 

 

e) The operator shall grip the chain saw with both hands during the entire 

cutting operation, and ensure others are clear of the swing radius of 

the saw. 

 

f) Saw bumper shall be against the tree or limb before starting a cut. 

 

g) Chain saw operators shall clear the immediate area around their work 

to make certain that brush will not interfere with either the chain saw 

or operator. 

 

h) Operators shall apply the chain break if traveling more than two steps 

with a running power saw. 

 

i) All chain saws shall be equipped with "dead-man" controls (control 

cannot lock in "on" position). 

 

j) The chain saw engine or motor shall be stopped: 

i. When working on any part of the chain or cutting bar. 

ii. While the saw is being moved from one location to another. 

iii. While unit is unattended. 

 

k) Gasoline driven chain saw engine shall be stopped and be allowed to 

cool prior refueling. If gas is spilled on chain saw during refueling, it 

shall be wiped off before engine is started. 



 

l) A gasoline driven chain saw shall not be used above shoulder level 

(does not apply for pole saws). 

 

m) Employees shall not approach chain saw operator within the reach of 

the saw while the saw is in operation. 

 

n) Employee shall never hand a pneumatic pruner or saw to another 

employee unless it is disconnected from air hose. 

 

o) Powered tools shall not be left unattended if connected to power 

source. 

 

p) Powered tools shall not be adjusted or repaired while connected to 

power source. 

 

16.3 Chippers 

 

a) Chippers shall never be parked directly under tree being trimmed. 

 

b) Employees shall not permit spectators to stand near machine while 

feeding brush into chipper. 

 

c) Safety glasses, goggles, or face shield shall be worn by employee 

when feeding brush into chipper. 

 

d) Employee shall never place hands or other part of body into brush 

hopper while chipper is in operation. 

 

e) Tools or other objects shall not be used to push brush into chipper.   

 

f) Sweepings which may contain foreign objects such as stones and nails 

shall be loaded on the work vehicle and not fed into the chipper. 

 

g) Ignition key shall be removed when chipper is left unattended. 

 

h) Loose clothing and/or bulky gloves (large winter gloves) shall not be 

worn when placing debris in the chipper. 

 

i) Only wrist-length, non-gauntlet gloves shall be used by employees 

feeding a chipper. 

 

16.4 Working Near Energized Conductors 



 

a) Branches, limbs, and/or vegetation to be removed within 10 feet of 

energized conductors shall be evaluated by the City of Manassas 

Electrical Department 

 

b) Wires in proximity to tree trimming shall be considered as energized 

unless proven to be dead and are grounded. 

 

c) Parts of trees in contact with or likely to contact conductors energized 

above 300 volts shall be cut with insulated tools or employee shall 

wear rubber gloves when making cut. Limbs being removed from 

contact with wires are to be handled with the same precautions as the 

wires themselves. Care shall be taken to prevent limb being removed 

from coming in contact with employee's body. 

 

d) Employees shall never pass between or contact wires energized at 

voltages above 300 volts unless such wires are covered with protective 

devices. 

 

e) Employees shall not remove tree limbs or branches from above 

energized conductors while other employees are working in trees 

below the conductors in the same span. 

 

f) Broken or fallen wires shall not be handled except by persons 

experienced in such work. 

 

g) When working near wires, the employee shall have his climbing rope 

so secured that in the event he slips or a limb breaks, he will swing 

free and clear of the wires. 

 

h) Tree limbs shall not be dropped on conductors. 

 

i) Ropes shall not be thrown over conductors or crossarms for the 

purpose of using the conductor or crossarms as a support or hitch. 

 

j) Dry ropes shall be used in trees through which energized conductors 

pass. 

 

k) If electric powered tools are used in trees, the supply cord shall be 

kept a minimum of 6 feet from energized conductors. Rubber gloves 

shall be worn when using such equipment in proximity to energized 

conductors or when cutting limbs that may contact such conductors. 



 

l) When using aerial basket equipment, employee shall take care not to 

bring himself or the equipment in contact with energized lines. 

 

16.5     Tree Felling 

 

a) Trees  to  be felled  shall  be  inspected  for  dead  limbs  which  may  

break,  or broken limbs lodged in the tree, either of which may fall 

into the working area as the job progresses. 

 

b) No one shall be allowed to work in a tree located near a tree that is 

being felled if there is any danger of being struck by any part of the 

falling tree. 

 

c) All persons not engaged in the felling operation shall be kept clear of 

guide ropes and other rigging. 

 

d) Clear warning in conjunction with voice and/or visual communication 

shall be established by all employees in area when trees are to be 

felled or heavy tree members are to be dropped. 

 

e) Once the felling of a tree has been started, it shall be completed before 

leaving the job if limbs and/or branches are a hazard to be left in 

place. 

 

f) When trees or heavy tree members are felled, all exposed walks, 

roadways and lawns shall be protected if necessary with a cribbing of 

branches to avoid property damage. 

 

g) The cutting edge of tools shall be suitably sheathed or guarded except 

while in actual use. 

 

h) When not in actual use, the trimmer's saw shall be returned to the 

scabbard.  

 

i) Axes shall not be used in trees or carried on the shoulder. 

 

j) Tools shall not be thrown into or dropped from a tree; they shall be 

raised or lowered by a suitable rope line. 

 

k) A pruner shall not be laid on a limb, in a crotch or hooked on a wire or 

rope. It shall be hooked over a limb strong enough to hold its weight. 

 



l) Ladders shall be removed from the base of the tree when not in use. 

 

16.6 Tree Climbing Operations 

 

a) Pole climbing gaffs shall not be used in tree trimming work. 

 

b) Dead or rotted limbs, regardless of size, shall not be used by 

employees for support. 

 

c) No work shall be done in a tree until employee is securely tied in or 

belted to the tree. 

 

d) The climbing rope shall be crotched in such a manner as to prevent its 

"working out" on a lateral limb. 

 

e) When working in a multiple-trunk tree, the climbing rope shall 

preferably be crotched around a main trunk other than the one on 

which the employee is working. 

 

f) Employee shall crotch his climbing rope in two places if a single 

crotch does not adequately protect him from falling into energized 

lines or falling back into trunk of tree. 

 

g) The climbing rope shall not be used as a pull rope or as a hand line to 

lower limbs or branches. 

 

h) The ground end of a climbing rope shall not be allowed to dangle over 

roadways and shall be kept free from obstructions, passing vehicles, 

etc. 

 

i) The taut-line hitch shall not be released until the climber is on the 

ground.  

 

j) When lowering heavy tree members, employees shall not tie fall lines 

around hands or bodies. 

 

k) Employees shall not attempt to clear limbs or brush from under that 

side of tree where the climber is working. 

 

16.7 Use of Herbicides and Other Chemicals 

 

a) Before using any herbicide or other chemicals, employees shall read 

the label carefully and follow the directions and precautions listed. 



Employees shall be aware of the location of the Safety Data Sheet for 

the chemical. The employee shall understand the physical and health 

hazards of the chemical and the equipment and precautions needed for 

safe use of the chemical. 

 

b) Employees shall avoid skin contact or breathing mist of spray material 

whenever possible. 

 

c) When working with toxic materials, proper respirator protection must 

be used.  

 

d) Spray equipment shall be cleansed daily when using oil solutions. 

 

e) Spraying  shall  not  be  done  when  wind  exceeds  15 mph  unless  

specifically authorized by supervisor. 

 

f) Brush shall not be sprayed at a distance greater than 15 feet from 

power spray nozzle. 

 

g) Foliage and basal sprays shall not be used on wild cherry trees in areas 

where livestock may graze because of the poisonous acid that is 

generated. 

 

h) Oil and other liquids spilled on power spray equipment shall be 

removed as soon as possible to prevent falls from slippery surfaces. 

 

i) Hose connections on hydraulic sprayers shall be checked before use to 

prevent blowing. 

 

j) Employees shall not smoke on or around mist spray equipment when 

oil solutions are being mixed or used. 

 

k) Herbicides and other chemicals shall never be left where they would 

create a menace to persons or prope11y. 

 

l) Empty containers shall be disposed of in a safe manner. They shall be 

triple rinsed with holes put in containers. They shall never be thrown 

into ponds, lakes, or streams. 

 

m) Employees shall be licensed in accordance with VA Dept. of 

Agricultural and Consumer Services and ensure VDACS regulations 

are abided by. 



 

n) Spill kits shall be readily accessible whenever herbicide and chemical 

spraying operations are conducted. 

 

o) Spray wastes shall be disposed of in a safe manner. 

 

16.8 Right-of-Way Clearing and Maintenance 

 

a) Where two or more men are cutting brush, they shall be separated by 

at least 10. 

 

b) Under no circumstances shall anyone accept the operator ride on a 

bulldozer or any other heavy equipment used in land clearing. 

 

c) Bulldozer operators shall wear seat belts. 

 

d) Employees shall not anchor equipment to railroad tracks, fences or 

structures belonging to others. 

 

e) When emerging from right-of-way prior to road travel, employees 

shall test brakes. 

 


